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Empirical Research on the Mechanism of Public Health Emergency Information Seeking
Behavior Among Middle-aged and Elderly People in Rural Areas
Zhang Dawei' Xie Xingzheng'
" Journalism School, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433
? School of Humanities, Fujian University of Technology, Fuzhou 350118

Abstract: [ Purpose/significance | In the context of public health emergency, it is significant to explore the un-
derlying mechanism of middle-aged and elderly people seek information from their children, which can build new
path for the risk information communication in rural area, which also offers new insight of rural governance to the gov-
ernment. | Method/process | Based on the theory of motivated information management, it conducted the research
model containing uncertainty discrepancy, anxiety, outcome assessments, efficacy, information seeking, information
forwarding and information adoption. During the COVID-19 outbreak, the data was collected through the use of on-
line survey and analysed by the statistical software. [ Result/conclusion | The results reveal that uncertainty discrep-
ancy can affect anxiety, and further negatively influence outcome assessments and efficacy. The information seeking
behavior could be affected by efficacy. Additionally, they tend to adopt and forward the obtained information to pre-
vent themselves together.
theory of motiva-

Keywords ; public health emergency feedback middle-aged and elderly people rural area

ted information management
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